Pronunciation

The vowels are pronounced close to ltalian vowels: 'a" as in 'father’, 'e' as in 'set',
'i"as in 'bee', '0' asin 'toe' and 'u' as in 'goo'. In English accents are often
added to words, especially to the second syllable, but in Japanese it is generally
safest to pronounce a word flat, so that instead of 'tsuNAmi' (pronounced in
English), read all three syllables with the same stress. Also, the 'L"' and 'R' sound
problem is a bit misunderstood: All Japanese can pronounce one of them, and
many can pronounce both. The problem is that in the Japanese language they do

not discriminate between the sounds, and either is acceptable for the Japanese 'R'.

Hepburn Romanization

There are several methods of transliterating Japanese words in a Roman alphabet.
The Hepburn is probably the easiest for English speakers to pronounce; alternative
Kunrei and Nippon systems may also be encountered, however. Note that hiragana
and katakana character sets map to the same sounds. Katakana is generally used
for loan words from other languages, while hiragana is more commonly used for
words now accepted as "native" Japanese. There are many exceptions in usage,
however.

Simple sounds (order: Roman, hiragana, katakana)

a & 7 (A a1 u > 2 e z T o H 7
ka M 77 ki = + ku < 7 ke '} T ko Z 3
sa & * shi L % su El 2 se gea g SO Zz Y
ta Jz % chi 5 F tsu D Y te T T to & b
na 7 7 ni [ - nu A X ne n S no D /
ha(1) (& /\ hi O E fu 15 7 he(2) ~ AN ho = R
ma & ~ mi & = mu ) N me & X mo i) t
ya » yu (OJ— | yo X 3
ra ) i v 1) ru = % re n L ro ) O
wa b Jwi(3) & s we(3) & rd od4) =% =
nB) A Z

Notes:

(1)  Romanized as 'wa' when used as particle.

(2) Romanized as "e" when used as particle.

(3) No longer in use.

(4) Used only as particle.

(5) Also written as 'm' before b, m and p in many cases.



Voiced consonants and "p

ga h A gi T F qu < 7 ge 7 go Z 4
za =R ji L zu ERS ze ¥ z0 Z J
da 1z 5 ji 5 F zu o Y de < 7 do E K~
ba (= GVA bi U E bu s T be NN bo (=N
pa (= GVAN pi 6} & pu I pe ~NR PO xR

Often syllables 'chi' and 'tsu' will change their sounds when the following syllable begins
with a consonant, resulting in the following:

kk  (asin 'Nikko', spelledic>Z D)

pp (asin 'ippai', spelled (A DIFLY)

sS (as in 'bassuru', spelled (09 5)

tch  (as in 'matcha’, spelled & >5%)

tt (as in 'matte’, spelled £>7T)

Short compound syllables

kya & v kyu Eip +1 kyo && =
sha L e shu Lo > sho L& >3
cha B F chu B Fa cho B4& F3
nya |(c¥ v nyu |(chp —a nyo |(cd& —3
hya O £+ hyu O Ea hyo O& =
mya ¥ 3 myu i I myo & =
rya ¥ )+ yu Jip )1 ryo W& )3
gya T F+ gyu T +1 gyo T & +3
ja L A ju Lw o1 jo L& =
ja [She F ju Bip Fa jo B5& F3
bya U+ E+ byu Uw Ea byo U& E3
pya O E+ pyu W Ea pyo O°& E3

When a vowel sound is extended for one beat, the vowel is written with an overbar. The
pronunciation does not change, only the length of the syllable.



Variant systems
While most romanizations in Kunrei and Nippon systems match those of the
Hepburn system, there are a few differences:

Hepburn

ka
ga
shi
i
chi
i
tsu
Zu
fu

sha

Kunrei

ka
ga
si
Zi
ti
Zi
tu
Zu
hu
0
sya

Nippon
kwa
gwa
si
zi(L)
ti
di(5)
tu
du(D)
hu
wo(%)
sya

Hepburn
shu
sho
ja
ju
jo
cha
chu
cho
ja
ju
jo

Kunrei
Syu
Syo
zya
zZyu
zZyo
tya
tyu
tyo
zya
zZyu
zZyo

Nippon
syu

Syo

zya (L)
Zyu

Zyo

tya

tyu

tyo

dya (Bx)
dyu

dyo



